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MAINE LEAGUE ENERGY POLICY
The Maine League of Women Voters supports the adoption of a soft 
energy path policy, meaning:
1. Increased conservation by
a. Technical fixes (efficient appliances, weatherization, etc.)
b. Social changes (car pools, walking, biking, public transpor­
tation, using less electricity in the home, etc.)
c. Removal of institutional barriers to conservation (rate structure, 
building codes, etc.)
2. Development of soft supply technologies
a. Reliance on renewable energy sources
b. Match energy use to scale
c. Emphasis on small and medium scale technologies
The League emphasizes the development and use of native Maine re' 
sources with highest priority on conservation and solar energy and with 
a mixture of wood, wind, and small hydro'electric dams. We do, how­
ever, reserve the right to question any specific project or proposal as to 
its ecological or economic impact.
The League opposes nuclear power both on the short and long terms, 
and would favor an independent study of the potential human and 
natural environmental hazards of the present nuclear power plant and 
its effluents.
The League opposes a policy that would endorse exploring and develop­
ing off shore oil on the Outer Continental Shelf, because of the impact 
on fisheries and other land use implications.
In developing measures, political or otherwise, to encourage conser­
vation and use of renewable resources, the League supports public 
education and participation before, during and after decision making.
The League was unable to reach consensus due to lack of information 
about the more exotic energy sources such as coal gasification, shale, 
ocean thermal and biomass.
No consensus was reached on whether we should pay higher prices for 
electricity and fuel. Rate reform, however, was supported if it rewards 
the conserver and penalizes the waster, taking into account the low 
income and elderly portion of the population.
Medium to low priority was placed on oil and coal in the short term 
and low priority was placed on oil and coal for the long term.
NANCY DEWICK 
September, 13, 1978
DO YOU HAVE YOUR 
ERA POSTCARDS?
You can help us raise the $850.00 we still 
owe LWVUS for ERA ratification by pur­
chasing our ERA Postcards. If each member 
purchases one packet we will almost reach 
our goal.
$1.00 for a packet of 12
To Order: Send check and amount wanted to: 
Kay White 





EDITOR FOR STATE GOVERNMENT 
PAMPHLETS
(w ill serve as apprentice to Suky Allen 
for this year)
FINANCE CHAIRMAN 
PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIRMAN 
LOBBYIST (a paid position)
Write Mary Ellen Maybury at 1115 N. 
Main St., Brewer, 04412 (phone 989-3878) 
for more information. She will be delighted 
to hear from you.
FACT SHEET ON REFERENDUM QUESTIONS AND CANDIDATES
“What will you do to help control federal 
government bureaucracy to make it more 
responsive to changing needs and more ac- 
countable to citizens?”
Candidates for U. S. Senate
William S. Cohen,
Republican, Age 38, Bangor
Educated at Bowdoin College and Boston 
University Law School. Occupation: Con­
gressman.
“Since my election to Congress in 1972, I 
have actively worked to make government 
more accessible, responsive, and accountable 
to the citizens of Maine and the Nation. I 
have returned to my District on the average 
of three ̂ weekends a month, held hundreds 
of ‘citizen’s hours’ with my constituents, 
maintained three district offices, and insti­
tuted the use of a mobile district office to 
make it easier for citizens to present their 
views and problems to me. In Congress, I 
have sponsored legislation to reform the fed­
eral bureaucracy and improve Congressional 
oversight of federal programs and activities. 
In addition, I have endorsed ‘sunset’ legisla­
tion which is designed to ensure that each 
and every government spending program is 
fully reviewed at regular intervals so that 
waste can be cut and duplication avoided. 
Finally, I have lent my support to efforts 
to open Congressional deliberations to greater 
public participation and review.”
Hayes Gahagan,
Independent, Age 30, Winthrop.
Educated at University of Maine-Orono: 
B.A. (Political Science), M.P.A. Courses at 
Harvard University and Manchester College, 
England.
“I support the representative form of govern­
ment, balanced budgets, legislative account­
ability of bureaucratic decision making, and 
priority program review and evaluation along 
the following guidelines established in the 
United States Constitution:
1. establishing justice
2. insuring domestic tranquility
3. providing for the common defense
4. promoting the general welfare
5. securing the blessings of liberty for in­
dividual citizens.
I support legislative review of rules and 
regulations prior to their being implemented.”
William D. Hathaway,
Democrat, Age 54, Auburn.
Education: Harvard University and Harvard 
Law School. Occupation: lawyer and Senator.
“We in Congress must prepare our legislation 
with greater care and with better under­
standing of how it will be carried out. We
must do better in overseeing how the agencies 
administer the laws . . . .  A proposed change 
in the Senate rules that I sponsor would 
require Senate committees to review agency 
rules and regulations in their jurisdiction to 
be sure they conform to the intent of Con­
gress and to recommend action if they do 
not. My bill, the State and Local Govern­
ment Funding Impact Act, would require 
Congress to spell out the details of admini­
stration and funding of new or revised pro­
grams, especially as they affect state and local 
governments. I co-sponsor a bill which would 
require periodic Congressional review of 
agency regulations. I also co-sponsor the 
‘Sunset Bill’ which would terminate unneces­
sary programs and tax loopholes.”
Plato Truman,
Independent, Age 49, Biddeford.
Education: Portland La'CV SchooL Occupation: 
Self-employed food jobber.
“In order to control the federal bureaucracy 
and make it more accountable, I would: 
implement a six-month Congress only, yearly 
session with salary cut in half; limit terms 
to only two; open all sessions to T.V.; balance 
the budget (except for w ar).”
John J. Jannace,
Independent, Age 47, Standish.
Education: Business School. Occupation: 
President, East Coast Distributors, Maine 
Record Dist., Maine Bottlers, Consumer 
Enterprises, etc.
“ I will work to decrease Federal Income tax 
10% each year for three years — a total of 
30 % . I will work to reduce capital gains 
tax to 15% to attract much needed invest­
ment capital. As your Independent U. S. 
Senator from Maine I would not be locked 
into commitments to out of state special 
interests or lobbyist controlled political party 
activity and would be completely responsible 
and accountable to the citizens of Maine.”
Candidates for U. S. House of Representatives
First District
David F. Emery,
Republican, Age 29, Rockland.
Educated at Worcester Polytechnic Institute. 
Occupation: Electronic engineer and Con­
gressman.
“In order to make the federal bureaucracy 
more responsive to changing needs and more 
acountable to citizens, remedial action must 
be taken on two fronts: structure and con­
trol. The tendency of the federal government 
has been towards greater centralization, but 
that trend must be reversed if government
is to become responsive to the people it was 
designed to serve. Structural decentralization 
would put decision making closer to the 
people affected, giving citizens more direct 
access to the government. In addition, some 
type of control system should be implemented 
to investigate the effectiveness of government 
programs. I voted for the sunset laws . . . .  
but more can be done in this area. Since 
all government programs compete against 
each other for limited tax dollars, perhaps 
it is time we developed a structure for auto­
matically segregating ‘wasteful’ programs, 
not to mandate elimination but to force com­
petition for funds.”
John E. Quinn,
Democrat, Age 34, Portland.
Educated at Boston College and Boston 
College Law School. Occupation: Lawyer.
“One of the methods that holds the most 
promise in making government more respon­
sive is ‘sunset’ legislation. Many problems 
with ‘sunset laws’ have yet to be worked 
out, but the possibility of meaningful reform 
is in sight. The meat-ax Proposition 13 ap­
proach must be avoided. The problems that 
government is attempting to deal with will 
not go away simply through budgetary re­
straints. A careful analysis of all government 
programs must be carried out on a continu­
ing basis by elected officials. We need, there­
fore, representatives with proven track records 
of being able to, and willing to, deal with 
the complexeties of government.”
J. David Madigan,
Independent, Age 38, Topsham.
Education: Cheverus High School, ’58, Bos­
ton College ’62. Occupation: Insurance Ex­
ecutive.
“I would deregulate the tortured productive 
system by dropping price controls, crippling 
subsidies and let exploration and production 
advance with profit motive as the guide 




Democrat, Age 34, Beaver Cove.
Education: B.S. in physics. Occupation: Sec­
retary of State, Maine.
“I will work to strengthen Congressional 
oversight of the federal bureaucracy by strict 
application of ‘sunset legislation’ and by at­
tempting to serve on the government opera­
tions committee in the House. I’m concerned 
about the seemingly uncontrolled growth in 
the bureaucracy until it’s nearly the fourth 
branch of government. I propose a zero net 
cost raising approach to federal spending.
This will automatically stem the growth of 
‘new programs’ and force Congress to re­
examine and update existing programs and 
services. In order to make the bureaucracy 
more responsive, I will work for passage of 
civil service reform legislation so that man' 
agement has the tools necessary to effectively 
manage the employees.”
Olympia Snow,
Republican, Age 31, Auburn.
Educated at University of Maine-Orono, Oc­
cupation: Maine State Senator.
“The federal bureaucracy is a system which 
perpetuates itself. I feel that each agency 
should be evaluated, both internally and by 
outside examiners, regularly. Particular at­
tention should be taken to reduce the extra 
layers of bureaucracy which have been insti­
tutionalized. There should be a purpose to 
each job, and when the job can be eliminated 
it should be. Out-dated programs should be 
removed from the budget. Budgets are fre­
quently padded for protection. It is imperative 
that the extras be trimmed and that only the 
necessities be paid for.”
Robert H. Burmeister,
Independent, Age 39, Lisbon.
Education: Bachelor of Business Science, 
Master of Business Administration. Occupa­
tion: Prior Administrative Assistant District 
Attorney, Part-time Instructor, University of 
Maine at Augusta.
“The Federal Bureaucracy has flourished 
because each problem that arises is funneled 
to the Federal Government to solve. It is 
time to stop this flow and to make each level 
of government more responsible at its own 
level. The Federal Government has put itself 
into businesses where it does not belong. As 
an example, Social Security is a form of retire­
ment. If the retirement portion of Social Se- 
curtiy were put into the private sector, the 
contributions a person makes would grow to 
an equitable amount and allow for greater 
benefits when one retires. Also by using the 
private sector, one has constant one on one 
contact with the agency that holds the fund. 
Each project that the Federal Government 
has should be studied to determine if the 
project could be more effectively handled 
by a lower level of government or by private 
sector. The closer to the source a project is, 
the more responsive it will be.”
Eddie R. Shurtleff,
Independent, Age 33, Rumford.
Education Stephens High School, 1964 — 
15th in his class. Occupation: Roll Handler, 
Boise Cascade Paper Co., Hourly paid em­
ployee.
“The federal bureaucracy or growth of gov­
ernment can be controlled and must be halted 
or our country will go down the drain. More 
and more government ends up as total gov­
ernment and that is nothing but dictatorship. 
I will as a solution support and push for
House Joint Resolution 23 popularly known 
as the Liberty Amendment. This amendment 
to the U. S. Constitution has already been 
passed by the State Legislatures of Wyoming, 
Texas, Nevada, Louisiana, Georgia, South 
Carolina, and Mississippi and will force the 
government to get out of any business, profes­
sional, commercial, financial, or industrial 
except as specified in the constitution and 
give the federal government 3 years to sell all 
of the illegal and unconstitutionally owned 
properties and facilities to private enterprise 
and stop the move toward socialism that the 
two party system has been putting over on 
the people.”
Fred W. Whittaker,
Independent, Age 65, Bangor.
Educated at Bowdoin College, A.B., Bangor 
Theological Seminary, M. Div.; Yale, Ph.D. 
Occupation: President Emeritus, Bangor 
Theological Seminary.
“Among my efforts would be the following: 
(1) Eliminate unnecessary federal programs 
by periodic review under the ‘sunset law’ 
concept; (2) systematically seek the informed 
opinion of my constituency, but always re­
serving the right of my own independent 
judgment on major issues; (3) close the 
‘loopholes’ in the federal income tax system; 
(4) eliminate the ‘waste’ in the military and 
welfare budgets, for example; (5) re-order 
national priorities for spending, placing 
health and education high on the list; (6) 
revise the seniority system in committee ap­
pointments; (7) place a limit on the number 
of years (12 is reasonable) one person can 
serve in the Congress; (8) reduce personnel 
and other costs by major cuts in ‘paper work’ 
required by federal agencies; (9) recruit for 
public service in non-elective office the best 
talent available, without regard to party af­
filiation, and with emphasis upon women 
and minorities.”
“How would you change the sources of 
State income (the tax mix) to ease the bur­
den on property owners and distribute the 
costs of government more fairly among 
citizens and industry?”
Candidates for Governor of Maine
Joseph Brennan,
Democrat, Age 43, Portland.
Educated at Boston College and University 
of Maine School of Law. Occupation: Maine’s 
Attorney General.
“I have made a firm commitment to oppose 
any increase in taxes in Maine. In July I 
named an advisory committee to assist me 
in revising the tax mix to make sure that it 
will be equitable. There is no question that 
the present tax mix places a heavy burden 
on the property tax owner, however, we need 
to approach with caution any major change 
in our tax structure to be sure that any 
action we take will achieve the desired result 
of a fair and equitable tax system.”
Herman C. Frankland,
Independent, Age 43, Bangor.
Educated at Baptist Bible College, Spring- 
field, Missouri. Occupation: Minister.
“It is my belief that only by reducing the 
cost of government can we ease the burden 
placed on the taxpayer be he individual or 
corporate. I am on record as favoring both 
tax and spending limitations. I also support 
Governor Longley’s efforts to call a special 
session to enact a constitutional amendment 
which would make limitations permanent 
and allow the people of Maine to vote on 
the question . . . .  in addition, my staff is 
working on proposals for property tax re-
Linwood E. Palmer, Jr.
Republican, Age 56, Nobleboro.
Educated at Colby College. Occupation: Re­
tired General Manager of steel firm; Christ­
mas Tree grower, and Maine State Legislator.
“It is my belief that the most important 
contribution we could make to Maine tax­
payers is to define and limit the burden 
future taxpayers will be required to bear. For 
this reason, I strongly support the concept of 
placing constitutional limitation on state 
spending so government will be forced to 
live within defined limits. With such a limi­
tation on the growth of state and local spend­
ing, we will be in a far better position to 
make rational decisions on making the tax 
structure more equitable. The Maine Legis­
lature has made important contributions in 
shifting Maine’s tax burden to broad-based 
taxes based on ability to pay. I believe more 
meaningful tax reform can be realized if we 
first define, and place a limitation on, the 
annual growth of the cost of government.”
REFERENDUM QUESTION
“Shall a bond issue be ratified for the pur­
pose set forth in ‘AN ACT to auhtorize a 
Self-liquidating Bond Issue in the amount of 
$2,100,000 to establish a dormitory at Nor­
thern Maine Vocational-Technical Institute,’ 
passed by the second Regular Session of the 
108th Legislature?”
INTENT AND CONTENT
This Act authorizes the Treasurer to issue 
bonds not exceeding $2,100,000 for the purpose 
of raising funds to construct a dormitory at Nor­
thern Maine Vocational-Technical Institute at 
Presque Isle. These bonds would be general obli­
gations of the State of Maine, and the full faith 
and credit of the State woud be pledged to the 
payment of interest and redemption of the bonds. 
The bonds would run for a period not longer 
than 25 years.
The Department of Educational and Cultural 
Services would operate the dormitory when com­
pleted as a self-liquidating project; that is, the 
department would charge and collect such main­
tenance fees for the use of the dormitory as may 
be determined necessary for the amortization of 
the principal and interest of the bonds issued.
These fees would then be deposited to the credit 
of the State Treasurer in a separate account to 
be established by the State Controller.
A  “YES” VOTE favors authorization of a 
bond issue in the amount of $2,100,000 to 
establish a dormitory at Northern Maine Vo­
cational-Technical Institute.
A  “NO” VOTE opposes the action.
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT NO. 1
“Shall the Constitution be amended as 
proposed by a resolution of the Legislature 
to eliminate the office of Justice of the Peace 
as a Constitutional office?”
INTENT AND CONTENT
This amendment to the Constitution removes 
the office of Justice of the Peace from the Con­
stitution, making Justices of the Peace, like No­
taries Public, statutory offices, thus enabling the 
combination of the offices at a later date creating 
a cost-saving for the State.
A  “YES” Vote favors eliminating the office 
of Justice- of the- Peace as a Constitutional 
office.
A  “NO” VOTE opposes the action.
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT NO. 2
“Shall the Constitution be amended as 
proposed by a resolution of the First Regular 
Session of the 108th Legislature to repeal 
provisions relating to the poll tax and to 
payment in lieu of military duty?” 
INTENT AND CONTENT
This amendment to the Constitution repeals 
certain provisions that are not necessary and are 
no longer in accord with the law of the land. 
One provision that this amendment repeals says 
that a person can be exempted from military 
duty if he pays a certain sum of money. The 
other provision this amendment repeals is the 
reference to the poll tax in the general valuation 
requirement.
A  “YES” VOTE favors the repeal of these 
provisions relating to the poll tax and pay­
ment in lieu of military duty.
A  “NO” VOTE opposes the action.
m a i n e  v o t e r
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“Shall the Constitution be amended as 
proposed by a resolution of the First Regular 
Session of the 108th Legislature to reduce 
and combine the guarantee limits for the 
insurance of enterprises within the State, and 
to make vessels registered in the State eligible 
for such insurance?”
INTENT AND CONTENT
This amendment to the Constitution reduces 
and combines two separate insurance limits under 
which the Maine Guarantee Authority operates. 
It combines the $17,000,000 limit for the insur­
ance of recreational projects with the 80,000,000 
limit on industrial, manufacturing, fishing and 
agricultural enterprises, and reduces that total 
limit to $90,000,000, resulting in a reduction 
of the credit exposure of the State by $7,000, 
000. Also, this amendment makes fishing vessels 
or vessels registered in this State eligible for 
such mortgage insurance.
A  “YES” VOTE favors reducing and com­
bining the guarantee- limits for theAnsurance 
of enterprises within the State.
A  “NO” VOTE opposes khe .action.
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT NO. 4
“Shall the Constitution be amended as 
proposed by a resolution of the Legislature 
to provide for the convening of the Legisla­
ture in December following the general elec­
tion instead of in January?”
INTENT AND CONTENT
This amendment to the Constitution requires 
the Legislature to convene in December after the 
general election. The Constitution presently re­
quires that the Legislature convene on the W ed­
nesday after the first Tuesday of January fol­
lowing the general election for what is designated 
the first regular session. Under this amendment 
the Legislature would meet for the first regular 
session on the first Wednesday in December fol­
lowing its election allowing earlier election of 
House and Senate officers and earlier appoint­
ment of committees and staff. The second regu­
lar session would still convene in January in 
the subsequent even-numbered year.
MRS MCHALE MAYBUKI 
111$ NO* MAIN ST,
BRFWFR MAINE 0!iljl2
A  “YES” VOTE favors the first regular ses­
sion of the Legislature convening in Decem­
ber of the year in which it is elected.
A  “NO” VOTE opposes the action.
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT NO. 5
“Shall the Constitution, be amended as 
proposed by a resolution of the Legislature 
to require the State to reimburse munici­
palities from State tax sources for 50% of 
losses caused by property tax exemptions and 
credits enacted after April 1, 1978?”
INTENT AND CONTENT
This amendment to the Constitution requires 
the State to reimburse municipalities each year 
for one-half of the property tax losses suffered 
by that municipality during the previous calen­
dar year because of statutory property tax ex­
emptions or credits enacted after April 1, 1978. 
The reimbursement would be from State funds.
A  “YES” VOTE favors the State reim­
bursing municipalities for-one=4ialf-of xevenue- - 
losses caused by newly enacted property tax 
exemptions or credits.
A  “NO” VOTE opposes the action.
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT NO. 6
“Shall the Constitution be amended as 
proposed by a resolution of the Legislature 
to provide that taxes which a school district 
is authorized to levy may be assessed in any 
cost-sharing formula mutually agreeable to 
the communities involved?”
INTENT AND CONTENT
This amendment to the Constitution empowers 
the Legislature to provide that taxes which a 
school administrative district or a community 
school district is authorized tO' levy may be as­
sessed according to any cost-sharing formula 
authorized by the Legislature.
A  “YES” VOTE favors empowering the 
Legislature to permit school districts to au­
thorize any mutually agreeable cost-sharing 
formula.
A  “NO” VOTE opposes the action.
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